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on his left hand. 0But he was now sailing north, whereas he had "before been sailing south. Therefore he must have turned round a corner, round some big cape. He-went back to look for it, found it, and called it the " Cape of Storms/5 but when the king heard all the news he changed the name to the " Cape of Good Hope" because there was now every good hope that a sea-way to the Indies would be found.
Six years later Columbus discovered what he called the "Indies," but they were not the Indies where the spices came from. Still, nobody knew that America stretched from the north to the south, and the Portuguese were very much afraid that if they were not quick, the Spaniards, with Columbus as a leader, would get to the spice lands by a westerly route before they could reach them by the easterly route that they had already partly explored. And, of course, fche trade would belong to those who arrived first.
So, in 1497, the King of Portugal gave Vasco da Gama three ships and a store-ship and sent Mm off to complete, if possible, the work of Bartholomew Diaz. In an earlier chapter we have pointed out how the winds helped or hindered Columbus during his journey. It is interesting to see how they also helped or hindered Vasco da Gama. He left Lisbon at the beginning of July and, with the help of the north-east trades, he reached the Cape Verde Islands by the end of the month.